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THE UNITED STATES NAVAL OBSERVATORY. 
Although much interest was shown by- 
individuals in the science of astronomy in 
the early history of our country, this in- 
terest did not culminate in the founding 
of any astronomical observatories until 
the third and fourth decades of the present 
century. About 1835 Professors Olmsted 
and Loomis observed Halley's comet with 
a five- inch telescope placed in the steeple 
of one of the buildings of Yale College at 
New Haven, Connecticut, but the observa- 
tory erected by Professor Albert Hopkins 
of Williams College, in 1836, was probably 
the earliest establishment of the kind in the 
United States. It was 48 feet long by 20 
in breadth, and consisted of a central apart- 
ment surmounted by a revolving dome and 
flanked by two wings. The dome con- 
tained an equatorially mounted Herschelian 
telescope of 10- feet focus, and a 3.5-inch 
transit instrument was set up in one of the 
wings. Only two years later Professor 
Loomis built a small observatory at Hud- 
son, Ohio, and furnished it with a 4-inch 
equatorial telescope and a 2.7- inch transit 
circle. The longitude and latitude of this 
observatory was determined by Professor 
Loomis, and he observed five comets and 
sixteen occultations in the brief intervals of 
leisure left from his regular class work in 
the Western Reserve College. Another 
indication of the zeal of individuals in the 
advancement of science by actual astro- 



